the month of Rabbi-al-Awwal (June 28th,
622 A.D.) the first year of the Hijra;
It was a square enclosure sur-
rounded by walls of brick and stone.
According to Abulfeda, this simple struc-
ture had the portion of the roof under
which the Prophet led the prayer made of
palm sticks and mud, and it was supported
on columns made from palm trunks.
The Mihrab or the niche pointing to
Mecca is a later addition. The pulpit
from which the Holy Prophet addressed -
Khutba or the Friday Sermon was in the
beginning a mere palm trunk. This was
replaced by a pulpit or mimber of tamarisk
wood with three steps, which was the
invention of Benu Najjar an inhabitant of
Medina. From the summit of this Mosque
Bilal Habashi would call Azan with a
deep sonorous voice so characteristic of his
people. In 638 A.D. this mosque was
considerably enlarged by Khalifa Omar.
The wall enclosure which was built with
sun-baked bricks, had six entrances with
the inside cobbled. Its roof was made of

14